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It points out that Ukrainian refugee students, 

compared to their peers, are significantly more likely 

to continue their education in vocational and technical 

schools and less often in general secondary schools. 
This age group also has the highest rate of school 

dropouts, with many not continuing their education in 

subsequent years. The reasons for this may vary, 

including language barriers, tensions in peer 
relationships, or more individual or cultural factors. 

This trend should be monitored, particularly in the 

context of the risk of child labour. 

Effect of the Threat: 

Educational Disruptions and Impact on Academic 

Performance: Balancing work with school proves 

challenging, as children often skip classes or 

neglect homework due to work obligations. This 
disruption diminishes their academic performance, 

limits future opportunities, and potentially 

undermines their long-term career aspirations, 

which are often already tempered by financial 
pressures. It can also increase the risk of school 

dropout. 

Vulnerability to Exploitation and Human 

Trafficking: Early labour entrants often work in 

informal or unregulated jobs, making them 

vulnerable to exploitation, including low wages, 
excessive hours, and, in some cases, abuse. Lack of 

knowledge about worker rights, language barriers 

and limited social protections make these young 

workers prime targets for exploitative practices. 

Physical and Mental Health Risks: Physical strain, 

injuries or worsening of existing health issues. 

Moreover, it can lead to emotional stress, isolation, 

and lowered sense of self-worth. Additionally, some 
children feel compelled to work to support their 

families, assuming adult-like responsibilities 

prematurely. This shift can create additional stress, 

as children strive to meet family needs, impacting 
their social development, independence, and 

personal aspirations.  Photo:  Karolina Jonderko for the IRC
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